Client and MLO complete Engagement Agreement

Initial
Inventor provides completed Invention Disclosure

Steps Form (IDF)

/ IDF discussion with MLO Patent Professional I I
)

Optional (but recommended) Patentability Analyis
Patent

Application MLO prepares patent application with client input

Preparation

After client approves, MLO files patent application
with USPTO

-

Patent
Pending!

4 Patent Prosecution

Pate nt G rant Receive Office Action (first action is usually received
1-3 years after filing)

MLO reviews Office Action and prepares response

Allowed? . D
with client input

Issue fee paid

MLO submits Office Action response to USPTO
Patent granted

Patented! ?

USPTO Maintenance Fees due at 3.5 years, 7.5 years,
and 11.5 years after patent grant date

&

Post Grant Patent Expiration

Patent expires roughly 20 years from the earliest
non-provisional filing date for utility patents and 15
years from the date of grant for design patents

© MLO, a professional corporation, 2024




	20240328_PatentProcess_r4.vsdx
	Page-1


